Part Five

ECONOMIC AND SOCIOLOGICAL IDEAS

I

The Rights of Man

11 that has been achieved or attempted in the cause of progress and
improvement in Europe during the last fifty years, whether
against absolute governments or the aristocracy of blood, has been
attempted in the name of the Rights of man, and of Liberty as the
means of that well-being which has been regarded as the end and aim
of life.

All the acts of the great French Revolution, and of those revolutions
which succeeded and imitated it, were a consequence of the ' Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man.1

All the works of those philosophers whose writings prepared the way
for that revolution were founded upon a theory of Liberty, and of
making known to every individual bis Rights. The doctrines of all the
Revolutionary Schools preached that man was born for happiness ;
that he had a right to seek happiness by every means in his power ;
and that no one had a right to impede him in that search ; while he
had a right to overthrow whatever obstacles he met in his path towards

it.

And all those obstacles were overthrown ; liberty was achieved :
in many countries it lasted for years ; in some it exists even yet.

Has the condition of the people improved?

Have the millions who live by the daily labour of their hands
acquired any, the smallest amount of the promised and desired well-

being?

No ; the condition of the people is not improved. On the contrary,
in most countries it has even deteriorated.

Nevertheless in these last fifty years the sources of social wealth, and
the mass of material means of happiness have been continually on the
increase. Commerce, surmounting those frequent crises which are
inevitable in the absolute absence of all organization, has achieved an
increase of power and activity, and a wider sphere of operation.
Communication has almost everywhere been rendered rapid and secure,
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